
Lightning Southeastern District      Wilmington Regatta          
Cape Fear Lightning Fleet 511,     Carolina Yacht Club
Wrightsville Beach, NC, USA                  June 4-5, 2011
SAILING INSTRUCTIONS
1. ORGANIZING AUTHORITY

This regatta is organized by Fleet 511, Southeastern District, International Lightning Class 
2. RULES
The regatta will be governed by the following rules, except as modified by these sailing instructions:

A. The 'rules' as defined in the Racing Rules of Sailing.

B. The rules governing all Lightning Class regattas. 

3. NOTICES TO COMPETITORS

Notices to competitors will be posted on the official notice board(s) located next to the flagpole at the sound side gazebo on the west side of Waynick Blvd. 

4. CHANGES TO SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

Any change to the sailing instructions will be posted before 0900 on the day it will take effect, except any change to the schedule of races will be posted by 2100 on the day before it will take effect.

5. SIGNALS MADE ASHORE

Signals made ashore will be displayed at the flagpole next to the sound side gazebo.

When flag AP is displayed ashore, '1 minute' is replaced with ' not less than 60 minutes' in race signal AP. This changes the meaning of the Postponement (AP) Race Signal.
6. SCHEDULE OF RACES

Saturday June 4 - Warning signal for the first race of the day will be 1130.  There will be as many races as conditions permit, although the Race Committee plans to attempt three races.  Tide times: High at 0954.
Sunday June 5 - Warning signal for the first race of the day will be  1030.   No warning signal will be made after 1330   Tide times:  High at 1045
7. CLASS FLAG

A yellow pennant with blue lightning bolt class insignia      

8. RACING AREA

The course will be located in the Atlantic Ocean northeast of Masonboro Inlet.

9. THE COURSE
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The course will be as depicted in attachment A.  Unless signaled otherwise, the course will be five (5) legs windward-leeward (start, windward, leeward, windward, leeward, and windward to finish).

In the event conditions warrant a shorter course, the Race Committee will display flag W over flag S  to designate (3) legs windward-leeward ( start, windward, leeward, and windward to finish). 
Mark 2 is not honored on the first weather leg, Mark 1 is not honored on the last weather leg.
All rounding marks shall be left to port. 

10. MARKS

Marks 1 and 2 will be yellow tetrahedrons. The windward offset mark will be a yellow ball.
The starting marks will be a staff displaying an orange flag on the RC signal boat at the starboard end and a white ball at the port end.
Unless signaled otherwise, the finishing marks will be a staff displaying an orange flag on the race committee finish boat at the starboard end and a white ball at the port end.

A new mark, as provided in instruction 11, will be an orange tomato shape. 

10. THE START

Races will be started using rule 26 with the warning signal given five (5) minutes before the starting signal.  The race committee may give repetitive sound signals to indicate that the starting sequence is about to commence.

The starting line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the race committee signal boat at the starboard end and the course side of the port end starting mark.

Individual recalls will be signaled in accordance with rule 29.1 modified as follows:  An attempt may be made to hail OCS boats orally.  However, failure to hear the hail, the order of boats hailed or the timeliness of the hail shall not be grounds for redress.  This is only a courtesy to the competitors on the part of the race committee.  

A boat starting later than 5 minutes after her starting signal will be scored DNS. This changes rules 35 and A 4.1.

11. CHANGE OF THE POSITION OF THE NEXT MARK

To change the position of the next mark, the race committee will lay a new mark (or move the finishing line) and remove the original mark as soon as practicable. The change will be signaled before the leading boat has begun the leg, although the new mark may not yet be in position. Any mark to be rounded after rounding the new mark may be relocated without further signaling to maintain the course configuration. When in a subsequent change the new mark is replaced, it will be replaced by an original mark. 
If the race committee intends to start another race on the same day, it will display the Second Substitute ( with no sound) while boats are finishing.   
12. THE FINISH
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Unless signaled otherwise the finishing line will be between a staff displaying an orange flag on the finish boat on the starboard end and the port end finishing mark.  

If the course is shortened to finish at a rounding mark, a finish boat near the mark will display the S flag.  The finishing line will be between the staff displaying the S flag and the nearby mark.
13. PENALTY SYSTEM

The penalties for breaking rules of RRS part 2 are as described in rules 44.1, 44.2. except that when an infringing boat has its spinnaker drawing at the time of the infringement, she shall lower her spinnaker, head of the sail below the boom gooseneck, complete a one-turn penalty, reset her spinnaker, and have it drawing after the penalty. This modifies rule 44.2.

44.3 Scoring Penalty, will not apply in this regatta. 

A boat that has taken a penalty or retired under rule 31 or 44 shall complete an acknowledgment form at the notice board within the protest time limit.

As provided in rule 67, the protest committee may, without a hearing, penalize a boat that has broken rule 42.

14. PROPULSION.

"Modifying rule 42.3(c), on a free leg of the course, when surfing (rapid accelerating down the leeward side of a wave) or planing is possible, the boat's crew may, in order to initiate surfing or planing, pump the sheet, but not the guy controlling any sail, but only once for each wave or gust of wind. When the mainsail is pumped, only that part of the sheet between the crew member handling the sheet and the first block on the boom shall be used."

15. TIME LIMITS

A. RACE - Time limit shall be sixty (60) minutes. Boats failing to finish within fifteen (15) minutes after the first boat sails the course and finishes will be scored DNF. This changes rules 35, A 4 and A5.

B. REGATTA - All regularly scheduled, abandoned, or postponed races not started by  1330 on Sunday, June 5 shall be abandoned, the regatta terminated and scored on the basis of the race or races sailed. 

A race will be deemed to have started by the deadline if the original warning signal is within the deadline, regardless of subsequent recalls.

16. PROTESTS AND REQUESTS FOR REDRESS

Protest forms will be available at the Notice Board.  Protests shall be delivered there within the protest time limit.  Protest hearings will be held in the club office.  

The protest and redress time limit is thirty (30) minutes and will start after all competitors are at the dock and the race committee signals with one sound signal. The same protest time limit applies to all protests by the race committee. This changes rule 61.3 and 62.2.
Notices will be posted within thirty (30) minutes of the protest time limit to inform competitors of hearings in which they are parties or named as a witness.
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Notices of protests by the race committee will be posted to inform boats under rules 61.1(b).

A list of boats that have been penalized for breaking rule 42 or have been disqualified by the protest committee will be posted before the protest time limits.

On the last day of the regatta a request for reopening a hearing shall be delivered:

A. Within the protest time limit if the party requesting reopening was informed of the decision on the previous day;

B. No later than 30 minutes after the party requesting reopening was informed of the decision on that day. This changes rule 66.
Appealing the protest committee’s decision following RRS 70 is allowed.  
17. SCORING

A.  Abbreviations for scoring shall be in accordance with RRS or Racing Rules of Sailing. 

B.  Each boat finishing in a race and not thereafter retiring or being disqualified will be scored points
     equal to her finishing place, as follows: first boat scores 1 point, second boat scores 2 points, and
     so on. "DNC", "DNS", "DNF", and "RAF" score points equal to one more, and "OCS", "DNE", 
     "BFD,", and "DSQ" score points equal to two more than the greatest number of boats eligible to 
     start in any race of the series. "RDG" scores points equal to the finishing position awarded her 
     after a hearing for request for redress.

C. Each boat's total score will be the sum of her scores for all races. This changes rule A-2   

D. Five races are planned. One race is required to be completed to constitute a series.

E. Boats which tie in a single race shall score points equal to the best position involved. The position(s) immediately after shall remain vacant, i.e., if two boats tie for first place, both are scored 1point, and the next boat to finish scores 3 points. This paragraph modifies rule A7.

18. SAFETY REGULATIONS

Each boat shall carry safety equipment conforming to government regulations, ILCA rules, and US Sailing or ISAF rules. 

Prior to the preparatory signal of the first race of each day, each boat is required to check in by sailing near the stern of the race committee signal boat on starboard tack, hailing her sail number and receiving a clear signal of acknowledgment from a member of the race committee.  Failure to check in may result in not being scored.
A boat that retires from a race shall notify the race committee as soon as possible.

19. REPLACEMENT OF CREW OR  EQUIPMENT

Substitution of competitors will not be allowed without prior approval of the race committee. 

Substitution of damaged or lost equipment will be allowed.
20. RADIO COMMUNICATIONS
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A. The Race Committee will use channel 78 for the purpose of communicating with competitors. This will enable the RC to let competitors know about weather conditions, status of setting up courses and starting 
races, and inform competitors who are OCS. Failure by the RC to notify a competitor by radio who is OCS will not be grounds for redress. 
B. A competitor that transmits via a radio, mobile phone or other form of electronic communication while racing shall withdraw from that race unless the Race Committee deems the use was for emergency reasons. 
21. PRIZES

Prizes will be given as follows:  Top three boats skipper & crew.
22. DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY

Competitors participate in the regatta entirely at their own risk. See rule 4, decision to race. The organizing authority or the Carolina Yacht Club will not accept any liability for material damage or personal injury or death sustained in conjunction with or prior to, during, or after the regatta.
ATTACHMENT A
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